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 תלמידים יקרים,
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SATURDAY’S SURPRISE  
By Hal Ames  

 

Carlos woke up late that Saturday. As he opened his eyes, he could hear the sounds 

from the street coming through his open window. He could hear people talking loudly. 

He heard laughter and mothers calling for their children. He heard kids playing, and 

yelling. There was music coming from someone standing on the corner. He heard the 

cars and buses as they passed by his apartment. These were all the normal sounds he 

heard every day, but something was wrong. 

 

 When he listened for the sounds that normally came from his apartment, everything 

was silent. He did not hear his mother cooking in the kitchen. She always made a big 

breakfast on Saturdays. He did not hear his sister Maria jumping up and down or 

fighting with their brother José. He did not hear his brother screaming for her to stop. 

Even the dog was quiet. What was wrong? The house was completely silent. The only 

noise was coming from outside.  

 

Carlos looked at the clock across the room. It said ten o’clock. Something was very 

wrong!  

 

Carlos quickly got up and got dressed. He looked out of the window and saw everyone 

walking and talking. That was all normal. What was not normal was how quiet it was 

inside of his apartment. 

 

 He put on his shoes, and made his bed. He put his dirty clothes away, and then sat on 

his bed thinking, “Why is it so quiet? Is everyone still sleeping? Is my clock wrong?”  

 



He went slowly to the door and listened. He still did not hear anything. He opened the 

door a little and looked around. He did not see anything. His heart was pumping. He 

could feel it pounding in his chest. He was nervous and scared. 

 

 He wondered, “What was going on?” 

 

 He slowly walked out of his room and into the hallway. His stomach was making noise 

since he was so hungry. He started toward the kitchen. His feet moved slowly down the 

hallway not knowing what to expect. “Mom? José? Maria?” he called out, but no one 

answered. 

 “Where is everyone?” he thought to himself. 

 

 Just then, he thought he heard a noise from the kitchen. He moved slowly toward the 

kitchen doorway. He thought to himself, “What’s going on? Why is everything so quiet? 

Where has everyone gone?”  

 

When he got to the kitchen, he looked inside and was surprised to see that there were 

many people there. He was even more surprised when he heard them singing, “Happy 

birthday to you, happy birthday to you! 

 

” He walked into the kitchen, and all of his family was there. His parents, his brother, his 

sister, his aunt and uncle, his cousins and even his grandparents were in the kitchen 

singing “Happy Birthday” to him.  

 

His family was smiling from ear to ear. They let the dog loose, and the little terrier 

jumped into Carlos’ arms. Carlos just stood in the doorway of the kitchen not knowing 

what to say or do. He was totally surprised. Their plan had worked. 

 



 Sitting in the middle of the kitchen table was a small box. The gift-wrap was bright red. 

It had a silver bow on top. His mother told him to open the box. Carlos walked over to 

the table, picked up the box, and slowly opened it. There was a gift inside. Inside he 

found keys. “What are these for?” he asked 

 

. “Look outside the window,” his mother replied. Below the stairs was a yellow 

motorcycle. 

 

 On the seat was a black helmet.Carlos was speechless. 

 He ran down the stairs. On the walk below, he found the bike.  

The motorcycle was not new, but it was his! Everyone had given money to buy it.  

 

Soon his friends came to see his new birthday present. They stood on the sidewalk 

smiling, whistling, and screaming as Carlos rode his new bike up and down the street 

for them. 

 

 Carlos could not hear them. The sound of the motor was sweet music to his ears.  

He had all day to hear it.  

 

 

  



Tasks: 

 

VOCABULARY: (Match the word to its definition). Translate the words into Hebrew.  

 1. normal ____                      a. no sound  

2. kitchen ____                       b. beating sound  

3. silent ____                          c. covering for the head 

 4. pounding ____                  d. music from the lips 

 5. nervous ____                    e. place to prepare food 

 6. gift-wrap ____                   f. a colored tied ribbon  

7. bow ____                           g. bicycle with a motor 

 8. motorcycle ____                h. paper on a gift  

9. helmet ____                        i. regular, common  

10. whistling ____                  j. afraid, unsure 

 

Write 5 sentences, using new words. Pay attention at grammar and spelling. 

1.______________________________________________________________ 

2.______________________________________________________________ 

3.______________________________________________________________ 

4.______________________________________________________________ 

5.______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Answer the questions in English: 

1. What was unusual about that Saturday morning? 

              Carlos couldn’t ____________________ and ___________________. 

  

  



2.  True or False 

              Carlos was frightened. True / False 

          Copy the sentence that helped you answer. 

               _______________________________________________________ 

     3. Why Carlos was nervous and scared? Give TWO reasons: 

               a)_____________________________________________________ 

               b)_____________________________________________________ 

     4. Carlos went to the kitchen because ... 

a) he was hungry 

b) he was looking  for his sister 

c) he wanted to find out what was going on 

     5.”Their plan had worked”. What was the plan? Explain. 

                 _____________________________________________________ 

                 _____________________________________________________ 

 

     6. What kind of dog did the family have?  

                ______________________________________________________ 

    7. Complete the sentence. 

         Carlos got a _________________________ as a birthday present. Everybody in 

the family ___________________ to buy it.  

  

  



  8. What was the best present that you have ever got for your birthday? Who gave it to 

you? 

               _______________________________________________________ 

               _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

  



FLORENCE AND HER FRIENDS 
 by Hal Ames  

 

There once was a young girl named Florence who was a very happy child. She had 

many friends. She played and played and played. All of the children in the neighborhood 

liked her. They all wanted to go to her house to play. She had many toys and things to 

play with. The problem was the children made such a mess in her bedroom every day 

that it began to bother her, and soon she got upset.  

 

“Why do I always have to clean my room? The other children always make such a 

mess. I need to find a way to solve this problem,” she said to herself. 

 

 She thought, and she thought, until finally she came up with an idea. If the kids were 

going to play in her room, she would charge them a penny. With the money she 

collected from the kids, she would pay one of them to clean her room for her. This was 

a wonderful plan.  

 

The next day when all of the children came to play, she met them at the door.  

She said to them, “You’ll need to pay me one penny before you can come in.” 

 The children looked at each other. “One penny?” they said. 

 “We have to pay one penny to play with your toys? When did this happen?” 

 “I have decided since you always come to my room and mess it up, I would charge a 

penny for you to play in my room,” she replied to them.  

“I always have to clean my room after you leave.” 

 “But we don’t have a penny to give you,” the children responded. 

 “Then I guess you cannot come in to play,” Florence said. Then she turned to go inside 

her house, closing the door behind her. 

 



 All afternoon Florence played in her room. It stayed so neat and clean. The only clutter 

in her room was the mess she made herself. She could clean it up so easily. She played 

and played by herself. 

 The next day the children came again to her house. They asked if they could play with 

her toys.  

Once again Florence told them, “It’ll cost you one penny to come and play in my room. It 

is always so messy. Then I have to clean up the mess. So, if you have a penny you can 

come and play.” 

 The children turned and went back to their homes. 

 Florence went back to her room. She was proud that her room was so clean. After 

playing in her room, she could go to sleep. She did not have to clean up the mess. 

 She thought to herself, “At least it’s my own clutter I’m cleaning, not the mess of those 

other children.” The next morning Florence went to her door to talk to the children. 

 No one was there. They had not come to her house to play.  

Florence thought that maybe there was a holiday, or a party somewhere else. Maybe 

the children had gone there to play. She went to her room. She took out all of her toys. 

They ended up everywhere. She was bored with her toys. They were not as much fun 

as before. When it came time for her to go to bed, her room was such a mess. It took 

her longer than ever to clean it. She did not really want to clean her room, but her 

mother said she had to. 

 The next day no one came to her house. She went to her room and sat in the middle of 

her floor. She just sat. She was so bored.  

She went to her mother. She told her what had happened. She told her how she was 

tired of cleaning her room all of the time. None of her friends would help her. So, she 

decided to charge a penny for them to play in her room. That way she could pay one of 

them to help her to clean her room. She told her how none of the children had a penny. 

 

 So, for the past several days she had played by herself, and now she was bored. 

 



 Her mother told her that if she wanted friends she would have to share. Her mother 

suggested that she should ask her friends to help her clean her room before they left. 

She told her not to charge her friends a penny to play with her toys. 

 Florence thought about her mother’s idea. She agreed she would try it. She wondered 

what her friends would say. Maybe they were mad at her. 

 Florence went to talk to her friends. She went to each of her friends’ homes and she 

told them they would not have to pay a penny to play in her room anymore. She asked 

them to help her clean her room before they left. Her friends agreed.  

 

The next day all of her friends came to her house. They ran to her room and made a 

very big mess. Florence smiled. She liked having her friends back. 

 

 

Tasks 
 

VOCABULARY: (Match the word to its definition). Translate the words into Hebrew.  

 

 1. young ____                       a. tired, not excited  

2. solve ____                         b. in front of, earlier  

3. penny ____                        c. propose 

 4. mess ____                        d. not old, immature 

 5. middle ____                     e. coin, one cent  

6. holiday ____                      f. explain, resolve  

7. bored ____                        g. fee, payment, cost 

 8. before ____                      h. clutter, confusion 

 9. charge ____                     i. festival, celebration  

10. suggest ____                   j. center  

 

Write 5 sentences, using new words. Pay attention to grammar and spelling. 



1.______________________________________________________________ 

2.______________________________________________________________ 

3.______________________________________________________________ 

4.______________________________________________________________ 

5.______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Answer the questions in English: 

1. What do we learn about Florence in lines 1-5? 

a. How many friends she had 

b. What games they played 

c. Where she lived 

d. Why she was upset 

 

     2. Complete the sentence.(lines 1-5) 

     Florence was upset because _____________________________________. 

 

     3. What was Florence’s way to solve the problem? 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

 

     4. True/False 



       Children didn’t come to play because they didn’t want to clean the mess. 

True\False 

          Copy the sentence that helped you answer. 

    ______________________________________________________________ 

 

  

  



 5. Florence’s room stayed clean because… 

a. she didn’t let the children play 

b. she paid them for cleaning the mess 

c. the kids didn’t have money to pay Florence 

d. the kids wanted to play somewhere else 

 

     6. Complete the sentence.  

         When none of the children came to play, Florence_______________________ 

         _______________________________________________________________ 

 

      7. What was Florence’s mother idea?  

          ______________________________________________________________ 

          ______________________________________________________________ 

 

     8. Do you think it’s fair to ask your friends help you to clean your room after playing  

         together? Explain. 

        _______________________________________________________________ 

        _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A SON JUST LIKE YOU 

 by Hal Ames 

 

 

 His name was Timothy Warren Ayres. He was very proud of his name. Most of his 

family called him Timmy. His mother called him Tims. His father called him Twoson 

because he was the second son. Mostly he wanted to be called Tim. 

 Tim was a very active child. He had a lot of trouble sitting still in school. He had more 

fun walking around the classroom when he was supposed to be listening to the teacher. 

The children would laugh at him. He liked the attention, so he continued to be bad in 

school. The teacher would make him stay in the room during recess while the other 

children played outside. 

 The teacher called Tim’s parents and told them about his behavior in class. 

 His father said to Tim, “Someday you’re going to have a son, and he’s going to be just 

like you!”  

Tim loved to explore. He would go out exploring with his friends. They would go to the 

woods, walk along the edge of the creek, look for spiders, and climb trees.  

One day while he was in the forest, he found a big round piece of wood. He wanted to 

see what might be underneath it. When he lifted the piece of wood, he discovered a 

large nest of bees. They were not happy that Tim had disturbed their home so they 

chased him and stung him many times. 

 Tim ran home screaming and waving his hands in the air trying to make the bees go 

away. His brother threw water on him to make the bees stop stinging him. 

 Poor Tim had stings all over his body.  

When his father got home, Tim was sitting in his mother’s lap. His face was swollen, 

and he had red marks all over his body. His father asked what had happened. Through 

his tears, he told his dad about the bees. 

 His father shook his head and said, “Someday you’re going to have a son, and he’s 

going to be just like you!”  



When Tim got to middle school, he decided that it was more fun to do bad things in 

school than to study. Because of this he got into trouble often. His dad had to go to the 

school and meet with the principal many times. The principal and his father became 

good friends. 

 His dad talked to Tim about his behavior and his father said, “Someday you’re going to 

have a son, and he’s going to be just like you!”  

Tim loved to play soccer. He would invite the kids who lived close to him to play with 

him. They would play in the park where there were many trees. Tim practiced and 

practiced.  

During his youth, he played for many teams and made many friends.  

When he entered high school, he wanted to play for the school soccer team. He tried 

out, but he did not make the first team. He was placed onto the second team. He 

became disappointed. As a result, he decided to skip practice and go out with his 

friends to a restaurant to eat food and talk. Since he was absent so much from practice, 

his coach did not let him play very much. 

 When his father found out that Tim was missing practice, he was upset. He tried to tell 

Tim he needed to change. He needed to grow up and be responsible. 

 His father said, “Someday you’re going to have a son, and he’s going to be just like 

you!”  

His father was not happy with Tim and his attitude. His mother said it was just a stage in 

growing up that he was going through. It would not last long. 

 “Fourteen years is a long stage,” his father said.  

One day a phone call came to the house. It was Tim. He was in jail, and he wanted to 

get out. He told them that a friend of his was doing something wrong and since he was 

in the car when he was stopped, he was also arrested. He said he had not done 

anything wrong. He asked his parents to send him money so he could get out of jail and 

come home.  

His father picked him up at the bus station. His father told him that he needed to 

straighten out his life or he would be in jail for a very long time.  



His father said, “Someday you’re going to have a son, and he’s going to be just like 

you!”  

Once in a while, Tim would ask his parents for money. Dad would say no, but Mom 

would give him money when dad was not looking. When his father found out, he got 

very angry. His father stopped Tim’s mother from giving him money. 

 His father told Tim he was not going to get any more money and said, “Someday you’re 

going to have a son, and he’s going to be just like you!” 

 Tim met a wonderful girl. He invited his father to come to his house for a visit. During 

their time together, Tim told his dad that he had met a wonderful person and he was 

going to marry her.  

His father said, “I’m happy for you son. Someday you’re going to have a son, and he’s 

going to be just like you. 

 Tim married her, and they moved into a beautiful house. Tim was working and 

providing a good life for his family. 

 A year later Tim called his dad. “We had a boy!” he said. “His name is Zachery and he 

looks just like you!” 

 His father answered him, “Congratulations son! You now have a son, and I bet he’s 

going to be just like you!”  

 

 

  



Tasks: 

 

VOCABULARY: (Match the word to its definition) . Translate the words into Hebrew.  

 

1. active ____                               a. headmaster  

2. bees ____                                 b. period of time 

 3. underneath ____                     c. beneath, below  

4. disturbed ____                         d. not there  

5. principal ____                          e. yellow insect that stings  

6. stage ____                               f. angry  

7. arrest ____                               g. prison  

8. absent ____                             h. bothered, distressed  

9. upset ____                               i. energetic, lively  

10. jail ____                                 j. detained by police 

 

Write 5 sentences, using new words. Pay attention at grammar and spelling. 

1.______________________________________________________________ 

2.______________________________________________________________ 

3.______________________________________________________________ 

4.______________________________________________________________ 

5.______________________________________________________________ 

 

Answer the questions in English: 

 

1. Why was Tim inside during the break when other kids were outside?  

           __________________________________________________________ 

           __________________________________________________________ 

2. List 3 things Tim liked to do.  

a)_______________________  b)__________________c)___________________ 



 

3. Complete the sentence. 

       Tim was stung by bees after he _____________________________________ 

4. Choose the correct answer.  

       Tim’s father had to go to school because  

a. he wanted to meet the principle 

b. the principle and Tim’s father were good friends. 

c. Tim didn’t behave properly 

d. Tim didn’t like to study 

5. Complete the sentence. 

 Tim didn’t play much in the football team because __________________________ 

6. How did Tim get to prison?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

7. Tim was happy after he got married. Yes/No 

Copy the sentence that proves your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

8. Tim’s father repeated the sentence “Someday you’re going to have a son, and he’s 

going to be just like you”. Does he mean the same thing at the beginning and at the end 

of the story? Explain. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  



THE SCHOOL DANCE  
by Hal Ames  

 

 

It was one of the most embarrassing times of my life. 

 I was in the eighth grade at school. I did not have many friends because I was so shy, 

and I did not like a lot of attention. I did OK in school, and my teachers liked me. I just 

did not make friends very easily. 

It all started when a letter was sent home to my parents that there was going to be a 

dance after our eighth grade graduation ceremony. I was surprised that my parents told 

me about it. They did not think that dancing was a very good idea, and I agreed with 

them. Having to dance with a girl made me nervous. 

 Most of the kids in my class went to dance lessons every Thursday night. My parents 

did not sign me up for the classes, mostly because they knew how shy I was. Looking 

back on it, I may have been less shy if they had made me go to dance lessons, but at 

the time, it did not really matter to me. 

 I was surprised when they told me about the party. We had made plans to have dinner 

with my grandparents, but my parents said we could do that another time. I wanted to 

go to dinner with my family, not the dance. I was shocked that they wanted me to go. 

They said it would be good for me to have a celebration with my classmates. 

 As graduation got closer, I had to prepare for all of the activities. I had to buy a nice 

suit. I hated wearing nice clothes. I liked my blue jeans and sneakers better. I only wore 

nice clothes to church on Sunday, or if we were going to a really nice restaurant with my 

family. 

 I never liked shopping for clothes. My mother always chose the clothes that I disliked. 

She loved to dress me in blue. I liked gray or brown better. I hate to try on clothes at the 

store. She also wanted me to buy nice shoes. I also don’t like to try on shoes at the 

store. I had no choice. My mother was there. 



 After we went shopping for my clothes, my mother took me shopping for my graduation 

present. This was a lot more fun. I found a radio that I liked. My mother said it would be 

a secret. 

 She said my grandparents were buying the gift for me, so she wanted me to keep it a 

secret. The day of the graduation came. We did the usual things for the graduation. 

There were speeches and awards. Then each of us went onto the stage and received 

our diplomas. Then someone sang a song. The graduation ceremony itself was not that 

scary. What was going to be scary was the dance afterwards. 

 Finally, the ceremony was over, but now we were going to the community center for the 

dance. My mother teased me, asking me with which girl I was going to dance. 

 I told her, “No one!”  

My mother just laughed.  

The ride in the car seemed to take forever even though the building was close to the 

school. I could only think about how much I was going to be teased by the other 

students because I did not know how to dance. I decided I was not going to dance. 

 I was going to just sit on the side and watch.  

When we got to the community center, my parents walked me to the door. To my big 

surprise, they were going to stay and watch! Oh no, my parents were going to be there 

the whole time. They were going to be chaperones. What was I going to do?  

My mother smiled at me. I grinned a small smile with a look of panic at her and then sat 

down. I liked the music. I sat and watched the others as they danced. They were 

dancing so beautifully.  

During a break in the music, I got up to get something to drink. I was not paying 

attention where I was going, and I almost knocked down one of the girls. 

 I was startled, and said, “Excuse me.”  

She said, “It’s OK”.  

And then, to my surprise she asked me, “Would you like to dance?” 

 I was scared to death. She was one of the prettiest girls in my class, and she invited 

me to dance. What was I to do? 



 For some reason I said, “Sure.” 

 She had on a pretty red dress, black shoes and white gloves on her hands. She took 

my hand and pulled me out to the middle of the floor. I did not know how to start. I think 

I was shaking in fear, but she was so nice to me. She took my hand, showed me where 

to put my other hand, and then showed me a simple dance step. 

 I followed her steps. We began to move with the music around the room. I got lost in 

the music. My mind wandered as we moved from side to side and from end to end. It 

felt so easy.  

When the music stopped, I was shocked to see that everyone else had stopped dancing 

and everyone was looking at me! To my bigger surprise, no one was laughing, they 

were clapping. 

 My mother looked surprised, and my dad had a big smile on his face.  

 

Tasks: 

 

VOCABULARY: (Match the word to its definition). Translate the words into Hebrew.  

 

 

 1. embarrassed ____                  a. gym shoes, casual shoes 

 2. graduation ____                      b. formal ceremony 

 3. sneakers ____                        c. small smile  

4. present (n) ____                      d. beautiful, good looking 

 5. diploma ____                          e. gift  

6. prettiest ____                           f. ashamed, uncomfortable  

7. speech ____                            g. applaud, cheer  

8. grin ____                                  h. dialog, lecture  

9. wander ____                            i. move about without direction  

10. clap ____                               j. credential, certificate  

 



Write 5 sentences, using new words. Pay attention at grammar and spelling. 

1.______________________________________________________________ 

2.______________________________________________________________ 

3.______________________________________________________________ 

4.______________________________________________________________ 

5.______________________________________________________________ 

 

Answer the questions in English: 

 

1. What do we learn about the storyteller from lines 1-4? List 2 facts. 

a. _____________________________ b.___________________________ 

 

2. Why wasn’t the storyteller sent to the dancing lessons? 

a. His parents thought that dancing wasn’t a good idea. 

b. His parents thought it didn’t matter. 

c. He was very shy. 

 

     3. The storyteller had to get ready to the party. True /False. 

         Copy the sentence that proves your answer. 

         ___________________________________________________________ 

 

    4.  Name 3 things that students usually do at the graduation party. 

        A.__________________________________ 

       B. __________________________________ 

       C. __________________________________ 

 

     5. Complete the sentence.  

            The storyteller wasn’t going to dance because _______________________. 

  



    6. The storyteller wanted his parents to stay at the dancing party because he was too  

         shy to stay alone . True/False. 

        Copy the sentence that proves your answer. 

         _____________________________________________________________ 

 

    7. Why was the storyteller scared when the girl asked him to dance? 

        ______________________________________________________________ 

 

    8. Give another title for the story. 

       _______________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

GOING TO THE BEACH  
by Hal Ames 

 

 

 It was Saturday morning. Mom and Dad had promised to take us to the beach. It had 

been a long time since we had gone to the beach as a family 

. We prepared all of the things we would need to make the trip fun. Mom prepared a 

picnic lunch of chicken sandwiches, chips, soda, and best of all, candy! Dad got the car 

ready. He packed the umbrella and all of the toys we would play with. He brought a 

football, soccer ball, beach ball, volleyball, and a raft so we could play in the waves. I 

brought my bathing suit, fins, goggles, bucket, shovel, towel, chair, suntan oil, and my 

flip-flops. 

 When my sister Linda came out of the house, my mother told her to change her 

clothes. She did not like Linda’s bathing suit. Mom said it was too small.  

Linda got angry and stomped into the house. She mumbled something about how unfair 

our mother was.  



Steve is younger than I am. He always wants to do exactly what I do. He was annoying 

sometimes.  

When he came out of the house, he was wearing all of his swimming gear. He had on 

his goggles, fins, bathrobe, and in his hands, he carried his towel and beach bag. He 

looked really funny.  

Soon it was time to leave.  

We always left early in the morning in order to get a good place to sit on the beach. 

Mom fixed some food for us to eat in the car. She always packed the best treats. She 

made us bagels with ham sandwiches. They are my favorites!  

Mom and dad were sitting in the front. We were in the back. The worst part of the trip 

was having to listen to the radio station that my dad liked. My sister always complained. 

“Dad, can you change the radio? Can we listen to my music?” she would say. A simple, 

“No” was always my dad’s response.  

My sister folded her arms and looked out the window. Steve sat in the middle so that 

Linda and I would not fight. It was fun to pick on Linda, but when she got angry, I would 

run. She was a lot bigger than I was. When she got mad at me, she would hold me 

down and tickle me until I almost wet my pants. I hated to be tickled.  

In the car, I had no place to run. It was best that Steve was in the middle. 

 It took one hour to get to the beach. Steve was playing with the toys he had brought 

with him and was making a lot of noise. He made noises like airplanes and trucks. I 

looked out the window at the scenery as we drove through the countryside. Linda kept 

complaining about the music. It was always like that. 

 When we got to the beach, dad parked the car as close to the sand as he could. 

 We all helped to unload the car.  

Linda complained about having to help. She wanted to start her tan and look for boys. 

Linda always liked to talk to the boys when we went to the beach. She would walk up 

and down the beach listening to her music and the boys would come up to talk to her. 



 After we helped put the blanket on the sand and set up the chairs, Steve and I asked if 

we could play in the water. Steve had on his life jacket. He did not know how to swim 

yet.  

We ran to the water. It was cold, but we did not care. 

 I brought the buckets to the edge of the water. We had fun building sandcastles. We 

built a big fort and pretended that knights on white horses were attacking the fort. We 

found some sticks to build a bridge over the moat. We poured water into the moat so 

the attacking knights would not be able to get inside of the castle. Some of the other 

kids on the beach wanted to help us, but we said no. This was our fort.  

All of a sudden, a big wave came and washed our fort away. Steve cried. I laughed. 

 Our fort was gone, but we had a fun time building it together.  

After that, we went to eat our lunch. Sometimes sand gets into the food and makes my 

teeth hurt, but I like having a picnic on the beach. Mom always makes the perfect food 

for a picnic. 

 Linda came back for lunch. She introduced a boy to mom and dad. They did not say 

anything; they just looked at each other. He joined us for lunch.  

The afternoon was fun. We played in the water and got all wet. Dad brought the beach 

ball, and we hit it into the air. The wind caught the ball and blew it far into the water. 

Then dad had to swim out to get it. Steve and I laughed at dad as he chased the ball. 

Sometimes we would hit the ball and it would be far from the beach. After dad got the 

ball the last time, he was tired. He went back to his chair on the beach with mom to rest. 

 We used the raft and rode the big waves to the shore. Sometimes we would fall out of 

the raft into the water. We had a lot of fun. 

Linda spent most of the day laying in the sun and talking to boys. Sometimes there were 

three or four boys talking to her. She liked the attention. Dad did not like it because he 

knew the boys would call our house as soon as we got home. They would ask to talk to 

Linda. Dad would always tell them to call back later. 



 On the way home, everyone was tired. Steve fell asleep leaning on my shoulder. Linda 

had a big smile on her face. She did not complain about the music. I just sat quietly 

watching the cars on the road.  

When we arrived home, it was dark. We unpacked the car and put everything away. 

Dad vacuumed the car to get all of the sand out of the carpets and the seats. We took 

all of our things and put them in the garage so we could find them for our next trip to the 

beach. Mom had to put lotion on our sunburns. 

 I went to bed early. I did not even eat my dinner I was so tired. I had a great day at the 

beach. 

 

 

 

VOCABULARY: (Match the word to its definition). Translate the words into Hebrew.  

 

1. goggles ____                                a. walk strongly  

2. umbrella ____                               b. grumble, whine  

3. stomped ____                               c. medieval soldiers  

4. annoying ___                                d. trench, ditch with water 

 5. complain ____                             e. sunshade, rain protection  

6. unload ____                                  f. present, meet someone  

7. castle ____                                   g. take out, unpack  

8. knights ____                                 h. water glasses for eyes  

9. moat ____                                     i. fortress, kingdom  

10. introduce ____                             j. bothersome, irritating 

 

 

  



Write 5 sentences, using new words. Pay attention at grammar and spelling. 

1.______________________________________________________________ 

2.______________________________________________________________ 

3.______________________________________________________________ 

4.______________________________________________________________ 

5.______________________________________________________________ 

 

Answer the questions in English. 

 

1. Linda was sent home by her Mother because _____________________ 

2. Why did Steve look funny?  

           _________________________________________________________ 

3. The storyteller liked riding in the car. True/False 

           Copy the sentence that proves your answer.  

          __________________________________________________________ 

4. Which sentence is CORRECT? 

a. Linda was listening to the radio with pleasure. 

b. Linda and the storyteller always fought during the ride. 

c. The storyteller liked to pick on Linda 

d. Mom didn’t pack good food for the ride. 

      5. There was something very unusual about this ride to the beach. True/False 

          Copy the sentence that proves your answer. 

          ___________________________________________________________ 

     6. Steve cried because  

a. Linda didn’t play with him 

b. The water was too cold. 

c. The storyteller laughed at him 

d. The waves destroyed the sand fort.  

  



  



 7. Complete the sentence.  

        Dad had to swim to get the ball after _______________________________ 

     8. How do we know that Linda enjoyed being on the beach? 

        ____________________________________________________________ 

     9. Do you like going to the beach? Why ? 

        ____________________________________________________________ 

        ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

GOOD LUCK! 


