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Summer Booklet 
For 9th grade students 

(Level B1) 

 תלמידים יקרים, 

הקבצה  'טלפניכם חוברת הקיץ באנגלית למסיימים כיתה 

.1ב'  

 עבדו על פי ההוראות וכתבו תשובות מלאות.

.באהאת החוברת המלאה הגישו בשנת הלימודים ה  

 בהצלחה, וחופשה בטוחה ונעימה!!

.מורות האנגלית  
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Bird Brains at Work 

Next time you see a pigeon flying across the sky, look at it carefully! Is it 

holding a can? Or a camera? Or wearing a backpack? If it's a carrier 

pigeon, it just might be a working bird. You've probably heard of working 

dogs that help police officers, or horses that help farmers. Did you know 

that carrier pigeons can be trained to help people too? What kind of jobs do 

these birds perform? Mailman Carrier pigeons can be trained to carry 

messages to people. The note is placed into a small skinny can. The can is 

tied to the pigeon’s leg. Then the pigeon flies off to deliver the note. Carrier 

pigeons are good messengers because they’re fast and can fly long 

distances. They also have a good sense of direction. They can even reach 

places that people can’t. More than 800 years ago, Genghis Khan, an 

Asian ruler set up pigeon post offices across his lands! As recently as 

2010, Cuba used pigeons to send election results to its mountain people. 

Lifeguard From high up in the sky, specially trained pigeons can spot 

orange life jackets in the ocean. Sometimes it is difficult for humans to spot 

people lost at sea, especially when the weather is bad. However, pigeons 

can fly quickly over a large area of water in search of people. Spy Many 

years ago, carrier pigeons were used to help our country in during wars. 

“Spy pigeons” had small cameras were tied to their feet. As a pigeon flew 

over enemy land, the camera snapped photos of the land below. This 

would allow our military see where the enemies were and what they were 

doing. The pigeons have probably saved many soldiers' lives. These “spy” 

birds had a dangerous job. They had to dodge bullets, poisonous gas, and 

bullies like hawks. During World Wars 1 and 2, the USA and its allies even 

had huge pigeon armies. Thousands of pigeons served! They were like 

flying soldiers. A few even received medals for their brave work. Scientist’s 

Helper In 2006, a group of scientists used pigeons to study air pollution in 

California. Special backpacks with miniature cellphones were strapped onto 

pigeons. As the pigeons flew, machines in the backpacks tested to see 

what gases were in the air. The cell phones sent information about the air 

to the scientists. Bird Brains at Work so next time you see a pigeon, stop 

and watch it closely. What might look like an ordinary bird to most people, 

might actually be a hard-working mail carrier, a scientist, a lifeguard, or 

even a spy!  
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1. What did Genghis Kahn use pigeons for 800 years ago?  

a. He used pigeons to deliver election results. 

 b. He used pigeons to find people lost at sea.  

c. He used pigeons to carry messages.  

d. He kept pigeons as pets. 

 

 2. What was the author's purpose for writing this article?  

a. to share fictional stories about pigeons helping people  

b. to teach readers about the lives of wild pigeons  

c. to persuade readers into liking pigeons more  

d. to teach readers about real jobs held by carrier pigeons  

 

3. Explain how pigeons have helped the military during wartimes. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  

 

4. Do you think American military still uses carrier pigeons during wartime? 

Why or why not? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  

 

5. Match each vocabulary word with its definition. 

_____ 1. life jacket  

_____ 2. military 

 _____ 3. election 

_____ 4. poisonous 

_____ 5. lifeguard 

_____ 6. medals 

 _____ 7. camera 
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a. person who rescues people who are in danger of drowning 

b. wearable device that helps a person float in water 

c. small discs given as awards 

d. process in which citizens vote for a government official  

e. armed forces 

f. machine to taking photos 

g. something that causes illness or death 
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CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy, in 1451. While spending 

most of his early years at sea, Columbus began to believe that he could 

find a shortcut to the Indies by sailing west across the Atlantic Ocean. 

Unfortunately, the king of Portugal refused to finance such a trip, and 

Columbus was forced to present his idea to the king and queen of Spain. In 

1492, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella agreed to pay for his trip. They 

gave him a crew and three ships: the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria. 

Columbus sailed about the Santa Maria. The trip was long and hard. Many 

sailors grew restless and wanted to turn around. After two months at sea, 

land was finally sighted. The ships docked on the island of Hispaniola. 

Columbus named the native people he saw “Indians” because he believed 

he had found the shortcut he was looking for. In actuality, Columbus found 

North America, a brand new continent at that time. Columbus, however, 

couldn’t be convinced. He died with the belief he had found the shortcut to 

the Indies. Soon, however, other explorers and nations understood the 

importance of his discoveries. Columbus’s discoveries set the stage for the 

Age of Exploration—one of the most fascinating and exciting times in world 

history.  

 

1.) Where was Christopher Columbus born?  

 

a.) The New World 

b.) Portugal  

c.) Spain  

d.) Italy  

 

2.) Columbus believed he could find a shortcut to the _________________.  

 

3.) The king of ______________ refused to finance his trip.  

 

4.) In the year _________, Columbus set sail.  

 

 



6 
 

 

5.) Which is NOT true?  

 

a.) Columbus was born in Italy.  

b.) Columbus received three ships and a crew from the king and queen of 

Spain.  

c.) Columbus found a shortcut to the Indies. 

d.) The journey across the Atlantic took two months.  

 

6.) What did Columbus name the native people he saw? 

_________________________________________________________  

 

7.) Which of the following was NOT one of his ships?  

 

a.) Nina  

b.) Isabella  

c.) Pinta 

d.) Santa Maria  

 

8.) Why was Christopher Columbus very important?  

 

a.) He believed he found a shortcut to the Indies.  

b.) He first used the word "Indians".  

c.) He discovered a whole new continent. 

d.) He was one of the bravest explorers of all time. 
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Great Minds: Albert Einstein 

You would probably recognize Albert Einstein from his photos. Yep, he was 

the guy with the crazy hair! But he also had some great ideas. He was 

more than just a scientist. He was a genius who changed our lives. He 

made some of science’s biggest discoveries. He also developed some 

important theories. Some of these theories may seem complicated. But 

they concern everybody. Science is everywhere and affects us every day. 

Einstein’s discoveries made things like television, DVD players, and garage 

door openers possible. Einstein was born in Germany in 1879. When he 

was five years old, his dad gave him a compass. It became his favorite toy. 

He would stare at the needle of the compass as it moved. It seemed like 

magic at first. Einstein wanted to understand how the needle moved. So he 

learned about magnetism. Magnetism is about the invisible force of 

magnets. It can make objects stick together or move away. Einstein also 

learned a lot about science and electronics because of his dad. His dad 

owned an electronics company. It was no surprise that Einstein ended up 

loving math and science. He started performing experiments at a very 

young age. Einstein performed extremely well in school. He quickly 

advanced to higher-level math and science topics, and his teachers were 

impressed by his grasp of college-level physics concepts by the time he 

was eleven. When he was young, he met a Polish medical student named 

Max Talmud. Talmud became his tutor. He showed Einstein a children’s 

textbook about science. Einstein became curious about light and other 

things. Einstein later attended school in Switzerland. He made many 

friendships. He also met his future wife, MilevaMaric. She was a Serbian 

physics student. Einstein received his Super Teacher Worksheets - 

www.superteacherworksheets.com doctorate in 1905. That same year, he 

published many important scientific papers. After that, Einstein became a 

professor in Germany. But times were tough back then. Hitler and his Nazi 

party started a war against Jewish people. Einstein was Jewish. So he 

decided to leave and go to the United States. That was in 1933. And it’s a 

good thing he did. The world needed him to be free and pursue his 

passions. Einstein was not an inventor like Thomas Edison or Alexander 

Graham Bell. But his theories and discoveries changed the way we look at 

things. Some example are time, space, matter, energy, and gravity. 

Einstein is best known for his Theory of Relativity. You probably heard of 

the equation E=mc². E stands for energy, m stands for mass, and c stands 

for speed of light. But what does this all mean? Yes, it is as complicated as 

it sounds! Here’s the most basic way to explain it. The theory is a scientific 

explanation about how space relates to time. This was very important. It 

changed the way scientists looked at the universe. This theory also brought 
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on inventions like the nuclear bomb and nuclear energy. Einstein made 

many other discoveries. For example, he figured out that light is made up of 

many little particles called photons. He called this the quantum theory of 

light. At the time, some other scientists did not agree with this theory. But 

later, it was proven. This was an important discovery. It led to many 

inventions such as television. Here’s one more example of an important 

discovery Einstein made. Along with scientist Satyendra Bose, he 

discovered a new state of matter. Regular states of matter are gas, liquid, 

and solid. Einstein and Bose found another one. They named it the Bose-

Einstein Condensate. Today, it’s used in cool things like lasers. Einstein’s 

work was and is valuable to the world. This is one of the reasons he 

eventually won the Nobel Prize in Physics. The Nobel Prize is a very 

famous award given to someone who has done outstanding work in 

different subjects like science or medicine. Einstein died in 1955. He was 

later named “Person of the Century” by TIME Magazine. 

 

 

Questions 

 

1. Based on the information in the article, which statement is true about 

Albert Einstein's younger years?  

a. Einstein's teachers were disappointed in his lack of interest in math and 

science.  

b. Einstein was tutored by a Polish medical student, Max Talmud.  

c. Einstein wanted to be a physics professor like his father. d. Einstein's 

first time traveling abroad was when he fled Germany for the U.S. in 1933.  
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2. Even though Albert Einstein wasn't an inventor, his discoveries paved 

the way for many inventions. Name six things that were invented because 

of Einstein's work in math and science. 

 1. ____________________  

2. ____________________  

3. ____________________  

4. ____________________  

5. ____________________  

6. ____________________ 

 

3. Einstein is very famous for his Theory of Relativity. His equation, E=mc², 

is a scientific explanation for how space relates to time. What does each 

part of the equation stand for? E - ____________________ m - 

____________________ c - ____________________  

 

4. In addition to Einstein's Theory of Relativity, describe two other important 

discoveries Einstein made during his life. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What honor was bestowed on Albert Einstein later on in his career? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________  
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6.The following terms are vocabulary words from the article. Match the 

vocabulary word with its correct definition by writing the corresponding 

letter on the line. 

 1. _____ genius  

2. _____ century  

3. _____ theory  

 4. _____ gravity  

5. _____ doctorate  

 6. _____ complicated  

 7. _____ universe  

8. _____ compass  

9. _____ curious  

10. _____ outstanding  

 

a. a force that pulls a body toward the center of the earth  

b. an instrument that displays the direction of magnetic north 

c. complex; difficult to understand 

d. eager to learn about or know something 

e. everything in existence; the cosmos 

f. mastermind; brilliant person 

g. excellent; exceptional 

h. a set of ideas that is intended to explain something 

i. the highest degree that is awarded by a college, university, or other 

institution of learning  

j. a period of one hundred years  
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THE FLU 

Have you ever had the flu? If you have, you know how miserable it can 

make you feel. Most kids will get the flu sometime during their school years. 

When you have the flu, you usually get a fever (which can be high), have a 

cough, feel very tired, and may have a sore throat as well. It can make you 

feel sick for a few days or for as long as a week. Sometimes, it can be hard 

to tell if you have the flu or a cold, but with the flu, you will usually have a 

higher fever and feel much worse. The flu is a type of virus, which means 

medicine will only help the symptoms such as the cough and fever. For 

most kids, the flu comes and goes, but for some, it can be a serious illness. 

Most kids get the flu in the winter because germs spread more easily when 

kids are inside in settings such as classrooms. The best way to prevent 

yourself from getting the flu is to wash your hands often, keep your hands 

to yourself, and go to your doctor for the flu shot or mist.  

 

Questions 

1.) According to the author…  

a.) most kids don't even realize they have the flu.  

b.) the flu can't easily spread from one person to another.  

c.) most kids get the flu in winter.  

d.) medicine can help kill the flu.  

 

2.) What is the best meaning of the word "symptoms" as used in the 

following sentence? The flu is a type of virus, which means medicine will 

only help the symptoms such as the cough and fever.  

a.) viruses  

b.) colds  

c.) signs  

d.) medicines  
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3.) Based on the following sentence, which of the following might be 

another setting where the flu could easily spread? Most kids get the flu in 

the winter because germs spread more easily when kids are inside in 

settings such as classrooms. 

a.) A city park  

b.) The baseball field  

c.) A day-care center  

d.) A forest  

 

4.) Which of the following WOULD NOT help you in preventing the flu?  

a.) Getting a flu shot or flu mist  

b.) Washing your hands often  

c.) Keeping your hands to yourself  

d.) Shaking the hands of your classmates  

 

5.) Which sentence has the same meaning as this sentence: For most kids, 

the flu comes and goes, but for some, it can be a serious illness. 

a.) For the flu, kids can be a serious illness.  

b.) For most kids, the flu is a serious illness, but for some, it comes and 

goes.  

c.) The flu comes and goes for some kids.  

d.) While the flu can be a serious illness, most kids who get it will recover.  

 

6.) What does the author IMPLY in the following sentence? The flu is a type 

of virus, which means medicine will only help the symptoms such as the 

cough and fever.  

a.) Medicine will not help your fever or sore throat.  

b.) Medicine will NOT be able to kill the flu.  

c.) You should not bother taking medicine if you have the flu.  

d.) The flu is not really a virus. 
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7.) What question is answered in the first paragraph?  

a.) How do I prevent the flu?  

b.) How long does the flu last?  

c.) When does the flu spread?  

d.) How many people get the flu?  

 

8.) Why is the flu most easily spread in the winter?  

a.) Because kids are inside in classroom settings  

b.) Because kids are outside playing in the cold  

c.) Because there is less daylight in winter days  

d.) Because kids start washing their hands more in the winter 

 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER VACATION! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


